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Introduction
Mainstream psychology is a notably powerful discipline wielding considerable social influence over public opinion and behavior (De Vos, 2012) . Considering its 4 influence, it is important to interrogate the potential sociopolitical influences that might undermine the integrity of its theories and potentially impact countless lives though its practices. Despite notable research conducted on neoliberalism as an object of study among economists, political scientists, and sociologists, within the field of psychology such research is almost entirely nonexistent. This is of particular concern to psychology given the expanding literature within social sciences demonstrating neoliberalism harmful, pervasive, and influential nature (Harvey 2005 & Brown 2006 ).
The goal of this thesis is to examine how neoliberalism has impacted psychological practice. In what follows, the interrogation of intradisciplinary research exploring psychology's complex relationship to neoliberalism is presented. What little research exists documenting psychology's relationship to neoliberalism is specified to various subdisciplines within the field. It is hoped that the collective examination of literature psychology has to offer regarding its relationship to neoliberalism will build on the subdisciplines specific critiques emphasizing its consideration for further research.
With no such collective examination previously conducted among this discourse community, emphasis is placed parsing out major themes that collectively surface.
Before proceeding it is important to define neoliberalism. The following section introduces neoliberalism and discusses elements of its relationship with a focus on selfidentity. It provides a conceptual basis for the analysis and discussion in the subsequent sections of the paper. After establishing this conceptual framework, a method for the literature review is established. The literature itself, separated by psychological subdisciplines, is individually examined beginning with how neoliberalism has interacted within the development of the psychological subdisciplines or their psychological 5 theories and practices before discussing how the resulting impact of these interactions are reformulating our personhood.
A discussion is then presented reviewing the collective themes that emerged between the examined literature. Interwoven into this discussion is an exploration of practical, ethical, and ontological implications of neoliberalism's impacted on psychological practices. The resulting inquiry brings into question how and why neoliberalism has had such a dramatic effect shaping psychological sciences. The concluding remarks offer potentially influential factors contributing to neoliberalism's impact on psychology and demonstrate the need for further examination within the psychological community.
Neoliberalism and Identity
The advent of neoliberalism in the closing decades of the 20 th century marked the overthrow of Keynesian welfare state economics by the Chicago School of political economy. Neoliberalism is a loosely defined capitalist ideology that informs the policies of many contemporary Western governments, positioning citizens primarily as entrepreneurs and consumers. Generally speaking, neoliberalism shares many features with conservatism. Although its philosophical roots reach back to the beginning of the 20 th century, neoliberal ideology has shaped policies at the international, national, and local level since ushered in Thatcherism and Reganomics. The key features of neoliberalism are a radically free market in which 'competition is maximized,' free trade achieved through economic deregulation, privatization of public assets, vastly diminished state responsibility over areas of social welfare, the corporatization of human services, 6 and monetary and social policies congenial to corporations (Brown, 2006) . As these features demonstrate, neoliberalism dictates free markets are regarded as the most efficient mechanism for distributing resources based on individual needs and desires.
Herein lies perhaps the most treacherous aspect of neoliberalism. Because societies require people to do and be certain kinds of things, the institutionalizing of market values under neoliberalism extends socio-politically creating a new relationship between the economic well-being of the state and individuals ("subjects"). It assumes that by liberating individual entrepreneurial freedoms through the collective internalization of market values like self-interest, self-reliance, and competitive social relations results in prosperity for all (Harvey, 2005) . This product of neoliberalism can also be understood as a form of governmentality -a way of reconfiguring selves and the social order in accord with the demands of market economies (Cromby and Willis 2014 (Foucault, 2008) .
In other words, governmentality links political power to subjectivity. In this way neoliberal governmentality functions by shifting the regulatory competence of the state onto individual consumers and in turn individuals are forced to conform situating themselves under duress in relation to its power instituting a new form of subjectivity. By making their subjectivity a target of influence, neoliberal governmentality operates beyond the state into the individual level producing a kind of self-regulatory narrative of self-responsibility, freedom, and moral autonomy shifting social provisions from the external government towards self-governance. Neoliberal governmentality transforms citizens into entrepreneurs and consumers whose moral autonomy is measured by their capacity for 'self-care' -their ability to provide for their own needs and service their own ambitions (Brown, 2006) .
Methodology
A literature review was conducted to evaluate neoliberalism's impact on psychology. archive presented from these four massive subdisciplines in psychology offer ample evidence that many psychologists are functioning as conduits helping to perpetuated the globally dominant neoliberal agenda. In some ways by taking into consideration the expansive research documenting neoliberalism's harmful, pervasive, and influential nature within neighboring sciences of economic, political, and sociological study this should not be too surprising. Still the question remains as to how and why neoliberalism has had such a dramatic effect shaping psychological sciences the development of psychological theories and practices to the reformulated of our very personhood?
Conclusion
Given the considerable power of social influence that mainstream psychology wields over public opinion and behavior it easy to understand how psychology can accelerate the dissemination of ideologies regardless of their helpfulness or capacity to harm. One possible answer to this is not a new critique of psychology. Some have long noted the hypocrisy that psychologists have been guilty of in a 'generalized avoidance' of the most significant moral and political debates of recent decades, for to do so would undermine a credibility forged on what is claimed to be value neutrality presumed to be ensured by scientific objectivity and moral indifference to its subject matter (Gergen, 2001; Prilleltensky, 1994) . Hiding behind a veneer of scientism and pseudoimmunity to ideological influences have historically lead to psychologists at large preserving the status quo of sociopolitical climate as (Walsh-Bowers, 2007) . Consequently, mainstream psychology has become culturally hegemonic in that the ideas of the dominant classes tend to be the dominant ideas (Bauman, 2000) . "Because it is hard to precisely pin down exactly what kind of phenomenon the term refers to, it is equally difficult to discuss its psychological correlates and consequences. A challenge for critical psychologists is thus to be more conceptually precise when referring to neoliberalism. Such increased clarity may allow for more focused discussions on how neoliberal ideas and practices concretely infiltrate, shape, and are shaped by individuals and communities and the consequences this may have."
The two potential influences presented combined with the historically understudied influence of neoliberalism by psychologist offer some insight to the findings of neoliberalism's dramatic effect shaping areas of psychological sciences from 18 the development of psychological theories and practices to the reformulated of our very personhood. The profound practical, ethical, and ontological implication of neoliberalism's impacted on psychological practices that have been demonstrated raise more questions than answers. Future research is needed beyond these subdisciplines to assess the true extent neoliberalism has permeated psychology.
